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About Speleo Vercors: 

Speleo Vercors is a UK based caving club that specialises in Vercors caving.  

Speleo Vercors was created in 1997 to formalise and document the experience  

of UK cavers that have been meeting (on an ad-hoc basis) in the Vercors for the  

best part of two decades. Membership is by invitation and prospective members  

must demonstrate a long term commitment to Vercors caving as well providing  

on-going support to the club.  

 

Other SV Publications 

 

Trip Reports: Speleo Vercors has published the following reports: 

Skiing '99 (paper) 

Caving '99 (paper) 

Skiing 2000 (paper) 

Caving 2000 (including a Speleovision report) (paper) 

Skiing 2001 (paper) 

Bigbang Doggiepoopoo (parchment) 

Skiing 2002 (CD or paper) 

Caving 2002 (CD only) 

Skiing 2003 (paper) 

Skiing 2004 (paper and DVD) 

Sun and Ski 2005 (DVD) 

 

Guides: 

Scialet Cloches (DVD) 

The Mont Aiguille Guide (paper) 

Scialet II des Chuats (Draft - paper ï translation) 

Trou des Anciens  (Draft -paper ï translation) 

Scialet du Combeau (Project description - paper) 

Scialet du Combeau Rigging Topo (Paper) 

Scialet du Chassillon (Draft - paper) 

 

Long Term Projects: 

 

Access: We are developing a data base of all known Vercors caves. 

The data base will reference caves by name and grid reference and provide links  

to surveys and other publications. 

 

Guide Book: We are developing an English Language guide to the Vercors for  

cavers, to augment the two French guide books currently available 

 

Speleo Dossier 1: We are documenting all previous (caving) visits (by SV members)  

to the Vercors to date, which have been published previously in various journals. 

 

Contact Speleo Vercors: http://www.speleo-vercors.org 

 

 

 



All ECO Anchors described in this document have been installed 

following the current best practices as defined by the  

British Caving Associations Equipment and Techniques Committee and in  

association with the CNCC Technical Group  

by members of Speleo Vercors 

 

For further details please refer to:  

www.british-caving.org 

http://web.ukonline.co.uk/members/andy.mccarron/cncctech.htm 

http://www.speleo-vercors.org 

 

 

Scialet du Combeau  

Parking 

Scialet du Combeau location map  

Map source: IGN 

http://www.british-caving.org/
http://www.british-caving.org/
http://www.british-caving.org/
http://web.ukonline.co.uk/members/andy.mccarron/cncctech.htm


Scialet du Combeau Location: 

 

Map: IGN TOP 25  3236 OT Villard-de-Lans 

 

IGN: 847,66 X 292,87 X 1490 

GPS: 31N 695222E  4974073  Alt: 1490m 

 

Scialet du Combeau is located on the high plateau of the Vercors National Park in south east France. 

Follow the D518 south from La Chapelle-en-Vercors, past St-Agnan taking the second left turn after 

passing the show cave of Grotte de la Luire ï this is the Route Forestiere de la Coche and leads to  

the parking area for walking to the Grand Veymont. Continue past the parking area and the old  

forest  refuge and take the next left turn, the Route Forestiere de la Charbonnieres. Follow this  

road for a couple of kilometres to just before  the spot height of 1517 shown on the map, at the 

point where a path joins the road from the north (left). There is just about enough room here for  

one car to park off the road. There is further parking a few metres further along the road. 

 

Scialet du Combeau is located to the south west of where the path joins the road. The cave entrance  

can be seen by descending to the obvious limestone bench to the south of the road. 

 

 

 

Scialet du Combeau: Entrance 

ECO Anchor Test Bed 

WARNING: Scialet du Combeau is 80 metres deep,  the approach to the entrance is a steeply  

sloping grass bank which will be very slippery in wet weather. Falling here will probably 

be fatal as there is nothing to arrest a fall until the bottom at -80 metres. 



ECO Anchor Test Bed 

GJ/SC/T1  

11/08/07 

Resin: 13464/05/08 

GJ/SC/T3  

13/08/07 

Resin: 13464/05/08 

GJ/SC/T2 

13/08/07 

Resin: 13464/05/08 

The location for this test bed was chosen for a number of reasons: 

ÅRemote, although easy access 

ÅExtremes of temperature: 

Å> + 40 in the summer 

Å< ï 10 (and covered by several metres of snow) for several months each winter 

ÅScialet du Combeau is a little known cave, and has not been visited for several years, so we are  

  unlikely to upset ñlocalò cavers 

ÅScialet du Combeau is an 80 metre deep shaft system and will make an excellent SRT training   

  route 

 



                          Anchor Test Regime 

 
                       This test regime is based on three summer/winter cycles. 

 

Test 1, 2010: Test anchor 1 to 15Kn and record results 

 

Test 2, 2013: Test anchor 1 to extraction and record results 

                       Test anchor 2 to 15Kn and record results 

 

Test 3, 2016: Test anchor 2 to extraction and record results 

                       Test anchor 3 to 15Kn and record results 

 

Test 4, 2019: Test anchor 3 to extraction and record results 

 

 

We are in contact with the National Park to collect average summer and winter day  

and night temperatures. 

 

                     Scialet du Combeau: Anchor Installation Log  

 

Resin Batch No: 13464/05/08 

GJ/SC 1  11/08/07 

GJ/SC 2  11/08/07 

GJ/SC 3  11/08/07 

GJ/SC 4  13/08/07 

GJ/SC 5  23/08/07 

GJ/SC 6  18/05/08 

Resin Batch No: 18063/11/08 

GJ/SC 7  18/07/08 

GJ/SC 8  18/07/08 

GJ/SC 9  18/07/08 

GJ/SC10 18/07/08 

GJ/SC11 18/07/08 

GJ/SC12 18/08/08 

GJ/SC13 18/08/08 

GJ/SC14 19/08/08 

 

 

Reading taken 19/07/08 



Installing the ECO Anchor SRT Route 



Scialet du Combeau: Rigging Guide 

 

Care: Beware of falling rocks ï everything that falls from the surface goes rapidly to the 

bottom of the shaft. Try to avoid descending Stupot until all the party are in the chamber at 

the top of the big pitch. There is no where safe to unclip from the rope! 

 

The entrance pitch is rigged from an initial anchor located in bedrock above and to the 

right of the shaft. It is important to use this anchor as it provides security when descending 

the grassy bank to rig further anchors. There is an obvious large boulder that can also be 

used with a sling to provide an optional Y hang from the second anchor.  A short  descent  

leads to the third anchor, which is located over the open shaft. (There is a rub point below 

this anchor and suitable protection should be used  to prevent damage to the rope). A  

further short descent leads to a re-belay from where a good ledge can be reached to rig the 

final anchor, which provides a 10m free hang to the top of a steeply descending, greasy 

gully.  

 

An low anchor provides security for descent of the gully (5m) to an anchor at the top of the 

6m pitch. From the bottom of the pitch, an anchor on the south wall is the start of a steeply 

sloping descent into a very steep (and loose floored) passage. Just inside the passage, high 

on the right (as you abseil) is a further anchor. The steeply descending passage leads to a 

good sized chamber (typical of the Vercors with honey coloured flowstone and a profusion 

of moonmilk) where by traversing around to the right (west) is an anchor, which provides 

security for the final short descent to the back of the chamber. 

 

In the floor of the chamber, separated by a ridge of rock are two shafts. The first shaft, 

which takes everything that falls down the entrance shaft, is Stupot (the P39 on the 1958 

survey), with the second shaft being the lateral shaft (P19 on survey). Both shafts take 

water after heavy rain. 

 

From the anchor at the back of the chamber there is a steep and slippery descent to two 

anchors at the pitch head with a further anchor for a re-belay about 1 metre down. The flat 

floored base of the shaft is a disappointing end to this superb shaft. The muddy pool in the 

corner of the shaft takes all the water without apparently backing up, so there is further 

potential as a digé. 

 

 

 

 



 

Map: IGN TOP 25  3236 OT Villard-de-Lans 

 

IGN: 847,66 X 292,87 X 1490 

GPS: 31N 695222E  4974073  Alt: 1490m 
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Scialet du Combeau: P1 rigging 

One of the two resident Loir Gris (Dormouse) that inhabit 

the entrance pitch, that seem completely oblivious to cavers! 



Rigging the entrance pitch 

Traverse into pitch-head chamber 

Descending the greasy gulley 

P6 pitch head 


